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As I reþect upon nearly 
20 years of practicing in 
infection prevention and 
control I am truly amazed 

at how this ýeld has now become a 
ñgrowth industry.ò There is much to 
celebrate during Infection Control 
Week 2005.

The growth in infection prevention 
and control has been spurred not only 
by constantly evolving and emerging 
microorganisms but also by highly 
motivated and visionary groups and 
individuals.

There have been sentinel points 
in the evolution of this vital area of 
practice including the responses to the 
development of penicillin-resistant 
staph aureus, blood borne transmitted 
organisms such as HIV, and the 1980s 
SENIC study. Another key event was 
the acknowledgement of Universal 
Precautions (or Body Substance Pre-
cautions) as key elements of infection 
control practice. These events continue 
to form the basis of our practices. 

In the past few years, the frequency 
of sentinel events has dramatically 
increased and the time between major 
events is narrowing. In some cases 
the events have overlapped. A good 
example of this occurred during the 
SARS situation when Monkeypox and 
Canadaôs ýrst case of bovine spongi-
form encephalitis (BSE) all occurred 
within a very short period of time.

Over the past few months, we have 
increasingly faced a global þu pan-
demic, which is likely to evolve from 
the current avian þu cases in the Far 
East and Asia. 

Although many of these events have 
caused us to be in ñreactiveò mode 
and consume our human and material 
resources, we continue to be ñproac-
tiveò in many areas. This proactivity 
is fostered and led by organizations 
such as CHICA ïCanada, which for 
over 25 years has promoted excellence 
and practice and formed a cohesive 
network for development of infection 
prevention and control in Canada.

CHICA-Canada leaders and 
members are to be congratulated for 
the recent milestones and accomplish-
ments that have put us all on the world 
stage. These include our website (www.
chica.org), our growing membership 
(currently at record levels), our interna-
tional involvements (including support 
for IFIC), our strong membership ser-
vices ofýce. And lastly, who can forget 
our hand hygiene mascot Sudsy?

Over the past few months, we have 
amassed a queue of articles for our 
journal; which is an important indica-
tor of the evolution of and interest in 
the ýeld of infection prevention and 
control in Canada. 

As we celebrate the 2005 Infection 
Control Week, let us all give congratu-
late our fellow CHICA members and 
give ourselves a well-deserved ñpat on 
the back.ò
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Rick Wray, RN, BA, CIC

Highlights of a busy season

The volume and scope of 
CHICA-Canada activities 
continue to impress on me 
the impact that CHICA-

Canada has and will continue to have 
as we approach our 30th anniversary. 

In June, I attended the APIC 2005, 
Annual Education Conference and 
International Meeting in Baltimore, 
Maryland. The conference theme, 
ñCharting the Course for Infection 
Controlò reþected the changing envi-
ronment and new challenges facing 
infection control professionals. APIC 
President, Sue Sebazco, hosted a 
breakfast meeting to explore ways in 
which APIC, CHICA-Canada, IFIC and 
CBIC could further collaborate. Several 
innovative ideas were discussed. 

I also attended the board meet-
ing of CBIC (Certiýcation Board of 

Infection Control and Epidemiology 
Inc.) as the CHICA-Canada liaison. 
The Board is an impressive group of 
15 committed experts led by President 
Betty Dunaway and includes Sheila 
MacDonald. Sheila was CHICA-
Canada President in 2002 and is 
presently serving as a CBIC board 
member as Secretary and Chair of 
Policy and Procedures Committee. 
In the current climate of change, it is 
more important than ever for infec-
tion control professionals to be able 
to demonstrate their knowledge both 
in practice and through the formal 
recognition afforded by the certiýca-
tion process. As of April 2005, there 
were 228 Canadians Certiýed in 
Infection Control and I encourage all 
eligible CHICA members to become 
certiýed as a means of providing a 

standardized measurement of current 
basic knowledge needed to practice 
infection control. Iôll remind ICPs in 
Ontario who are eligible for certiý-
cation that full funding is available 
through the SARS Memorial Fund 
administered by the Registered Nurses 
Foundation of Ontario and sponsored 
by the Ontario Ministry of Health and 
Long-Term Care. 

In July, I was asked to represent 
CHICA-Canada by participating in an 
Expert Roundtable on Infectious Dis-
eases hosted by the Honourable Caro-
lyn Bennett, Minister of State (Public 
Health) Government of Canada and 
the Honourable Theresa Oswald, Min-
ister of Healthy Living, Government 
of Manitoba. This meeting is part of 
the process to develop Public Health 
Goals for Canada. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to position infection con-
trol priorities within the six established 
health promotion themes. It was also 
an opportunity to proýle CHICA-
Canada along side leaders in infec-
tious diseases from across Canada. I 
encourage you to visit www.healthyca-
nadians.ca to learn more about Public 
Health Goals for Canada. 

Iôd like to recognize the work of 
your CHICA-Canada Board members. 
They are a group of hard working, 
talented and committed professionals 
who represent the association extraor-
dinarily well. Congratulations to Betty 
Ann Henderson, CHICA-Canada 
Director of Education, who has been 
asked to speak on ñComplexity and 
Risk Management in Healthcare: the 
case of HAIò at the ULSS 20 confer-
ence in Verona, Italy.


