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s the year 2005 draws to 
a close, we should take 
time to reÿect on the past 
year in terms of infection 

prevention and control news and 
activities.

The biggest news by far is avian ÿu. 
This presents the very real potential 
for triggering a global inÿuenza 
pandemic. Across Canada, provinces 
and territories, regions, cities and 
towns as well as healthcare facilities 
are preparing for the very real potential 
of a pandemic.

Infection prevention and control 
expertise is essential in pandemic 
planning and many infection control 
professionals are playing a lead 
role in their agencies, facilities and 
communities.

On many other fronts, CHICA-
Canada has been actively involved 
in bringing forth new knowledge 
and promoting expertise in infection 
prevention and control.

Community-acquired MRSA (or 
CA-MRSA) is also a focus of attention 
in Canada. In this issue, we feature a 
report from Nora Boyd on the recent 
joint working session on CA-MRSA 
co-sponsored by CHICA-Canada, the 
Public Health Agency of Canada, the 
Ontario Ministry of Health and Long 
Term Care, and Association of Medical 
Microbiology and Infectious Disease 
Canada. 

In order to improve the knowledge 
of infection prevention and control 

among all healthcare workers 
(HCWs), CHICA-Canada has 
been at the forefront of identifying 
infection prevention and control 
core competencies for all HCWs 
in Canada. This is in response to 
concerns raised about the education 
of HCWs in infection control during 
the SARS outbreak.

Patient safety initiatives are 
growing across Canada. Infection 
control is a major component of any 
patient safety program. CHICA-
Canada is to be congratulated for 
becoming a voting member of the 
Canadian Patient Safety Initiative 
( http://www.patientsafetyinstitute.
ca/index.html ).

To assist in monitoring and 
promoting safe and effective 
infection prevention and control, 
CHICA- Canada has developed a 
toolkit containing pre-designed audit 
templates to assess infection risk in a 
facility.

Another major initiative for 
CHICA-Canada is the establishment 
of a research fund with a maximum 
grant of $50,000. This grant is 
available to CHICA members to 
support research projects designed to 
demonstrate the value and importance 
and improve the practice of infection 
prevention and control in all health 
care settings.

This has been an exciting and 
rewarding year to be involved in 
infection prevention and control. 

Pat Piaskowski RN, HBScN, CIC
Clinical Editor,
Canadian Journal of  
   Infection Control

EDITORIAL

A

The year in review
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t the end of my term 
as CHICA-Canada 
president, itõs time to 
discuss both beginnings 

and endings.    
At the recent CHICA-Canada 

board meeting in Toronto, we had 
the opportunity to welcome Joanne 
Laalo, infection control practitioner 
and 2003 HANDIC president.  
Joanne will be president-elect of 
CHICA- Canada beginning January 
2006 and brings with her a wealth 
of experience and enthusiasm. We 
thank Dr. Anne Matlow for her 
extensive contributions during her 
two terms as director, standards and 
guidelines, and wish her well as she 
leaves the board.  Dr. Bonnie Henry, 
physician epidemiologist at the BC 
CDC will be assuming this position 

for a one-year term. Dr. Henryõs 
public health perspective will be 
a welcome addition. Adrienne 
Brown is completing her term as 
past-president. We owe her sincere 
thanks for her leadership, vision and 
dedication to CHICA-Canada.

The board also had the 
opportunity to learn about the 
extraordinary program that 
Margie Foster and her SOPIC 
colleagues have been developing 
for the CHICA-Canada Educational 
Conference in London Ontario, 
May 6-10, 2006.  Bridging Global 
Partnerships promises to be a þtting 
way to mark both CHICAõs 30th and 
SOPICõs 25th anniversaries.               

CHICA-Canada is entering an 
important working relationship 
with The Canadian Patient Safety 

Institute (CPSI), The Canadian 
Council on Health Services 
Accreditation (CCHSA), and the 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
(PHAC). We share a common goal in 
enhancing patient safety and infection 
prevention and control. Each member 
of the relationship brings valuable 
skills and resources to the table. You 
will be hearing more about this over 
the upcoming year.      

It was a privilege for me to 
represent CHICA-Canada at the 6th 
Annual International Federation of 
Infection Control (IFIC) congress 
in Istanbul, Turkey. It was a proud 
moment for all members when our 
association was acknowledged for its 
þnancial support to tsunami affected 
countries and for sponsorship support 
which allows IFIC attendance.  
CHICA and in particular Adrienne 
Brown were acknowledged for 
leadership in the development of the 
Global Infection Control Calendar 
which can be accessed on the CHICA-
Canada website. It was a unique 
opportunity to meet infection control 
professionals from around the world 
and to share common experiences.      

Finally, Iõd like to express absolute 
conþdence in Karen Hopeõs ability 
to lead CHICA through challenging 
times as president in 2006. I look 
forward to continuing to work with 
Karen and the association as past-
president in the upcoming year 
and would like to thank CHICA-
Canada members, the board, and the 
membership services staff for the 
opportunities, support and memories 
that I have gained.       

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Rick Wray, RN, BA, CIC

A

Beginnings and endings


