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We expect well over 2,000 attendees from
around the world to join ISC, AMMI Canada
and CACMID for this cutting edge summit
about microbiology, epidemiology, diagnosis
and therapy of infectious diseases as well as
antimicrobial chemotherapy. This International
Congress will be a great opportunity to
showcase excellent Canadian research on an
institutional stage. Trainees and senior
scientists alike can present their work to an
audience of colleagues from around the globe.

The theme of the Congress is “The
Changing Climate of Infectious Disease”.
Mark Joffe and his Programme Committee,
co-chaired by Jean-Claude Péchère of
Switzerland and David Hooper of the United
States, have created a provocative and highly
informative programme. The keynote address
will be given by Kirsty Duncan, a medical
geographer from Toronto, who will give a
broad overview of the impact of climate
change on infectious diseases. Other plenary
lectures on the climate change theme will be
given by David Fisman (bacterial infection),

Amy Greer (waterborne diseases) and Craig
Stephen (zoonotic diseases).

The Congress features the level of
excellence you have come to expect from the
AMMI Canada and CACMID conferences,
but on a tremendously larger scale. The
Programme Committee canvassed infectious
diseases and microbiology associations from
around the world for proposals for symposia.
The Committee carefully selected subjects
that are current and important to the infectious

26th International
Congress of
Chemotherapy 
and Infection
As President of the 26th ICC, I wish to extend a personal 
invitation to this event as Canada hosts the world of infectious 
disease physicians, scientists and healthcare professionals in 
June 2009. AMMI Canada and CACMID are teaming up with 
the International Society of Chemotherapy {ISC) for what promises 
to be an outstanding meeting. Be there!

disease community. With multiple concurrent
sessions, there is a wide array of symposia
addressing current issues in all kinds of
infection; viral, bacterial, fungal and parasitic.
Prevention, diagnosis and therapy will all be
addressed by excellent speakers from around
the world, including a number of our
Canadian colleagues. We shall not want for
interesting things to do.

It is impossible to pick highlights from
such a packed agenda, so be on the look-out
for the Programme Outline, now available at
www.icc-09.com. There will be a number of
sessions regarding chronic viral infections,
HIV and hepatitis, including diagnostics,
prevention and therapy. Antimicrobial
resistance issues will permeate the Congress
and will be discussed in terms of antibacterials,

Abstract submission is now open!
You are invited to submit abstracts related to all aspects of clinical microbiology
and infectious disease including epidemiological, diagnostic, environmental,
medical and basic sciences. Abstracts related to education in microbiology and
infectious diseases are also welcome. Deadline for submission: January 15, 2009

The guidelines for submission are available at 
http://www.icc-09.com/call-for-abstracts/

Continued on page 2
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antivirals and antifungals. There will be a
number of sessions with an international spin
on public health, infection control, diagnostics
and a number of particular conditions. The
focus is on current information and how 
our efforts now, will predict and impact
future outcomes. There is a great deal to be
shared regarding new diagnostics and
therapies. There is one session which shall
perhaps stand out, regarding selected
historical topics: the history of penicillin
(Alasdair Geddes, UK), and the 100th
anniversary of salvarsan as treatment for
syphilis (Helmut Schoefer, Germany).

Detailed information about the 26th

International Congress is available at the
official website, www.icc-09.com and will be
updated as new information becomes
available. For your convenience, you can
register on-line. All abstracts are required to
be submitted via the on-line process. Abstract

submission is currently open, the final
deadline for ubmissions is January 15, 2009.

This scie tific conference will feature a
variety of se ions geared at those interested
in the basic cience, diagnosis and clinical
managemen
physicians, n

Over the past few months,
we have been plagued by
food-associated outbreaks:

listeriosis in the summer and E. coli O157:H7
this fall, in northern Ontario. Despite this, the
country’s most recent, major complaint was
“campaign fever”during the recent federal
election. The world economy seemed the
only topic to demand attention during the
campaign. As a result, attempts to publicize
the National Infectious Disease strategy were
sidelined. Parliamentary issues once again
usurped National Infectious Disease Day.

On the other hand, a series of articles in
the Hamilton Spectator on CDAD in the
Burlington, Ontario area resonated within
the province. The importance of surveillance
for Hospital-Acquired Infections (HAIs) has
led to both mandatory reporting of CDAD
rates (in Ontario hospitals) and in the future,
required reporting of MRSA infection and
VRE colonization rates.

For many years AMMI Canada has been
instrumental in raising the awareness of
HAIs. The AMMI Canada, Canadian Hospital
Epidemiology Committee (CHEC) was an
integral part of the development of the
Canadian Nosocomial Infection Surveillance

Program (CNISP), formed in collaboration
with the Centre for Infectious Disease
Prevention and Control of the Public Health
Agency of Canada. Since its establishment
in 1994, CNISP has documented the extent
of Nosocomial infections in select hospitals
across Canada. We must seek to discover the
best way to work with our colleagues in the
Public Health Agency. It is my hope that we
can develop a mutually beneficial
relationship that realizes the needs and
missions of both groups as we tackle the
important issues in human infectious
diseases; whether they are food-associated,
hospital-associated or any other host of
important human infections.

AMMI Canada members are being called
upon to fulfill important positions in the
public health sphere. In a bittersweet
development, our recently elected Secretary
has tendered his resignation to accept a
leadership position as Director of Infectious
Disease Prevention and Control in the newly
formed Ontario Agency for Health Protection
and Promotion. This kind of recognition will
only help to forge strong bonds amongst the
ranks of those who are concerned about the
role of infectious diseases in public health.

President’s Message

The work of other AMMI Canada
committees is also vital to expanding our
national presence in the areas of; education,
research, clinical management and prevention
of infectious diseases in Canada. Thank you
to all the members that have volunteered to
become part of an AMMI Canada committee.
Recently, opportunities to increase our
interactions with ID professional societies
outside of Canada have been presented; joint
guideline development with IDSA, the first
conjoint meeting with the ISC at the 26th ICC-
2009 in Toronto and the exploration of
establishing an international group of ID
professional societies to promote the common
strategic goals of our respective national
groups. I will have more to report on these
initiatives in the coming months.

Finally, as the end of the year approaches,
I would like to pass on my best wishes to all
AMMI Canada members over the holiday
season. I hope that all of you enjoy the spirit
of the season and have an opportunity to find
time to spend with your families and friends.

Dr. Gerald Evans 
PRESIDENT
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health officials. Mark your calendars! We
look forward to welcoming you to Toronto in
June 2009!

Dr. Raphaël Saginur and
Dr. Mark Joffe
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 REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Until 17th March to 1st May 2009 

16th March 2009 31st April 2009 onwards / on-site

embers* $400.00 CAD $500.00 CAD $600.00 CAD

mbers $500.00 CAD $600.00 CAD $700.00 CAD

 / Trainees (< 35 years)** $175.00 CAD $225.00 CAD $275.00 CAD

nying person $50.00 CAD $50.00 CAD $50.00 CAD

istration*** $200.00 CAD $200.00 CAD $200.00 CAD
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