
His hand will be against 
every man, and every 
man’s hand against him

Genesis xvi, 1



And then in the fullness of 
joy and hope, seem’d
washing his hands with 
invisible soap in 
imperceptible water.
Thomas Hood: Miss Kilmansegg: Her Christening



They’ll wondering ask how 
hands so vile, could conquer 
hearts so brave

Thomas Moore: Weep on, Weep on



Puras deus non plenas adspicit
manus
(God looks with favor at pure, 
not full hands)
Publilius Syrus Sententiae No. 544



Manus manum lavat
(One hand washeth the 
other)
Seneca: Apocloscyntosis ix fin



Let your left hand turn away 
what your right hand attracts

Talmud: Sota, 47



All will come out in the 
washing

Cervantis: Don Quixote Pt.i ch. 20



I will wash my hands and 
wait upon you

John Ray: English Proverbs p 353



Always washing and never 
getting finished

Hardy: Tess of the D’Urbervilles Ph. i. Ch.4



Wash your hands often, 
your feet seldom, and your 
head never

John Rae: English Proverbs 38



The crowd of physicians has 
killed me
Emperor Adrian, when dying

Montaigne: Essays bk. ii, ch. 37



He doctors others, all 
diseased himself

Euripides: Plutarch, Morals Sec 32



Beauty will fade and perish, 
but personal cleanliness is 
practically undying, for it can 
be renewed whenever it 
discovers symptoms of 
decay
WS Gilbert: The Sorcerer Act ii



Cleanliness is a fine life 
preserver

Unknown



Whoever eats bread without 
first washing his hands is as 
though he had sinned with a 
harlot
Babylonian Talmud: Sotah p4b



Non solum manus, sed etiam
mentes puras habere
(To have not only clean hands 
but clean minds)
Thales: (Valerius Maximus Bk. vii ch. 2 Sec 8)


